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POLICE CADETS — BILYA KOORT BOODJA CENTRE VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.02 pm]: I rise to note the significant visit by police 
cadets to the Bilya Koort Boodja Centre for Nyoongar Culture and Environmental Knowledge. This centre, located 
in Northam, celebrates the culture of the Nyoongar Ballardong people. It invites visitors to learn of the traditional 
practices and culture of this ancient people, including their care for and nurture of the land. Recently, 40 police 
cadets visited the centre, as well as sites of importance to Aboriginal people in the area. There they engaged with 
the interactive displays and learned much of the values and perspectives of the most ancient living culture on the 
planet. I thank tour leader Inspector Steve Post, a former Northam local, for not only this initiative but also his 
commitment to strengthening the relationship between police and Aboriginal communities. He has said that the 
centre provides a way for police in training to experience Aboriginal culture in an authentic way and has highlighted 
its capacity to provide cultural awareness to police officers who will be serving in a variety of situations that 
will require such sensitivity. This visit was so successful that it was followed up in mid-January with the visit of 
Acting Commissioner of Police Col Blanch and Acting Deputy Commissioner Murray Smalpage. I take this 
opportunity to join with wheatbelt Superintendent Tony Colfer in encouraging serving police officers, police 
cadets and those who are thinking about becoming police cadets to visit the centre in order to learn from the 
Ballardong traditional custodians and elders. I commend the WA Police Force for this initiative. 
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